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districts can opt out within one year, but I am wondering what
effect that may also have because you have some situations where
a large school district in an ESU may feel that they don't get
their money's worth or they can do these things on their own, so
they opt out of the ESU, and thereby weaken t he ESU to the
detriment of the other members of that ESU. So, I realize there
has been much effort put into the bill, but I guess I would urge
caution, and I am just saying, let's just consider it over the
s ummer. It will sit here poised for p a ssage next y ear, i f
indeed it is a good bill. I think some people would like to
have an opportunity to chat about it some more, so I am offering
that opportunity. I would ask that the bi:1 be bracketed until
early next session when we can take another look at the bill.

PRESIDENT: Than k you. Sena tor Withem, please, then, Senator
Norehead, on the bracketing motion.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes , Nr. President, members o f the bod y, I
would oppose the bracketing motion. Ny predecessor as Chairman
of the Education Committee had a nasty habit that he did with a
great deal o f pr oficiency, and that is he used to plant time
bombs in the statutes that were set to go off at a part icular
time. We have got a time bomb in the statute with LB 688 and
ESUs. Effective July 1, I believe, of this ye ar, an y sc hool
district in the state may opt out of an educational service unit
if we do n't pass this legislation. LB 688 in its current form
i- the hest product that the task force ch aired b y Sen ator
Miller, the Edu cation C ommittee, th e ad hoc group that came
together during the session to look at so m e of the sti ckier
points, all three of those entities have come together and they
support 688 in its current form. It is a good bill. It makes a
lot of good reforms in educ ational s ervice u nits wi thout
damaging the ba sic structure. If you want to damage the basic
structure of ESUs, vote for Senator Lamb's amendment, because
what it do es, it pro vides or an inde finite opt o ut of
educational service units. The e will be n o coh esiveness in
educational serv ice units if this bracket mo tion pas ses.
Personally, I represent an area oi the s t a te that has become
somewhat frustrated w ith ed" "ational s e rvice units, the ones
that they represent. I have school districts in my county t h at
frankly would just as soon not see 688 pass because they like
the indefinite time, immemorial opt out provision of educational
service units. I don't think that is good public policy. I
think that educational service units in many, many parts of the
state are a vital part of the education delivery system. If you
don't pass 688, you basically left it so that there will b e no
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